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What is the Pimachiowin Aki Corporation? 

Pimachiowin Aki Corp. is a unique partnership of four First Nations and two 

provincial governments working together as a non-profit corporation to create a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site in an area of the boreal forest that straddles the 

Manitoba-Ontario border. Its goal is “to safeguard the Anishinabe cultural 

landscape and the boreal forest as one living system to ensure the well being of 

the Anishinabe who live there and for the benefit and enjoyment of all 

humanity.”  

 

Who leads the Corporation? 

The work of the corporation is led by First Nations. The Board of Directors of Pimachiowin Aki Corp. 

include representatives from Pikangikum First Nation in Ontario, Pauingassi, Little Grand Rapids and 

Poplar River First Nation in Manitoba and the Manitoba and Ontario provincial governments. 

 

What does it do? 

The organization’s job is to demonstrate why 40,000 sq. km of vast boreal forest, rivers, lakes and wetlands 

in the Canadian Shield should be designated a World Heritage Site. The UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee uses expert advisors to review candidate sites and to recommend whether or not they merit 

placement on the World Heritage List. Pimachiowin Aki will spend the next few years building its case 

with detailed research and discussion with First Nation communities whose land-use plans will be reflected 

in the nomination. The final nomination will include material on the natural and cultural values of the site 

and describe how these values compare with other areas worldwide. It will also contain a management plan 

and governance approach to demonstrate how the site will be managed, developed and looked after into the 

future.  

 

When is the nomination application due? 

The nomination file will be prepared and a draft submitted to UNESCO in 2011. Then it goes before teams 

of natural and cultural resource experts who complete a detailed review including a site visit. They can then 

recommend whether the site should join other World Heritage Sites like Pyramids of Giza, the Great 

Barrier Reef, Taj Mahal and the Grand Canyon that have been recognized for their outstanding value to the 

world. On the list are World Heritage Sites that protect natural areas, cultural heritage or both. If 

Pimachiowin Aki site is accepted it will be one of the few recognized for both its natural values and 

cultural values. 

 

What are cultural values? 

Many believe that culturally this site is globally significant because the Anishinabe people have lived on 

the land for 5,000 years and still co-exist in close harmony with the boreal forest. UNESCO may recognize 

this “cultural landscape” as having universal value.  

 

Where does Pimachiowin Aki Corporation’s  funding come from? 

Core funding comes from the Manitoba and Ontario governments. Other support for research or funding 

short-term projects comes from Parks Canada and the International Institute for Sustainable Development. 

 

What do the words Pimachiowin Aki mean? 

They are Ojibwe for “the land that gives life.” 

 

What kinds of activities can go on in a World Heritage site? 



World Heritage Sites can support a variety of ongoing and proposed uses that are ecologically and 

culturally sustainable. Management and use of sites should ensure maintenance of the values for which the 

site is nominated in the first place.  The communities’ visions, reflected in land-use plans, provincial policy 

and the nomination document will clarify how the Pimachiowin Aki site will be used and managed for the 

benefit of the communities and others. 

 

Will a World Heritage Site affect Aboriginal and treaty rights?  

The designation will not affect aboriginal and treaty rights. They will remain intact.  

 

Who will actually own the land in the World Heritage Site? 

The World Heritage Site designation would not change the current ownership of the land.  

 

What benefits would a World Heritage Site provide?  

The project can help: 

· Anishinabe care for the land 

· First Nations continue a leadership role in the stewardship of the land 

· Draw international attention 

· Teach others about preserving and keeping the land, language and culture 

· Create jobs and new opportunities on the land. 

 
More information see: www.pimachiowinaki.org/.  

Or Contact:Gord Jones, project manager, Pimachiowin Aki,  

204-275-1564 (office); 204-232-8528 (cell); whp@shaw.ca  
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